British Aggregates Association
Press Release 14 August 2014

UK Roads About To Become Much More Dangerous
The BAA has asked the Department for Transport to postpone an ‘idiotic’ EU Directive before lives are lost.
The Large Goods Vehicle Driver Certificate of Competence, DCPC, becomes a legal requirement in the UK on 10
September 2014 despite eight other EU countries choosing to delay it until September 2016. Lorry drivers who do
not have the certificate face losing their jobs even although they hold a full LGV licence.
BAA Director Robert Durward;
“In addition to making the current acute shortage of HGV drivers even worse, the exodus of experienced personnel
will have an inevitable impact on road safety. Operators will either have to use less experienced drivers, if they can
find them, or have their trucks stand idle.”
HGV drivers are already in very short supply. The number of registered licensed drivers has been falling for the past
three years by over 10,000 each year. There are currently about 900,000 licensed drivers for half a million heavy
goods vehicles but only half of them have a CPC. It requires a ratio of at least two drivers per truck to keep the
wheels turning to cope with the EU Working Time Directive, holidays and illness.
By 10 September 2014 all drivers must have completed five seven-hour classroom based modules to qualify for a
DCPC. However, only half have done so and a large number of older drivers are to leave the industry instead. One
fifth of all HGV drivers are over the age of 56 years.
The CPC training modules are not regulated and many of the instructors are not even qualified. Rather than doing
five separate modules it is sufficient to do the same module five times over. A classic box ticking exercise and the
accident statistics suggest that it is already having a negative effect. The HGV accident rate had been in steady
decline but this fall ended in 2009 when the scheme first appeared and accidents are now on the increase.
Robert Durward;
“This episode is a classic case of economic damage, and possibly even loss of life, being caused by superfluous and
badly designed legislation. We all support, and indeed provide, appropriate training but this is a joke. Drivers, some
with over forty years’ experience, will not tolerate being treated like errant school children and will find work
elsewhere or retire.”
The association has written to Patrick McLoughlin MP, Secretary of State for Transport asking for an immediate
postponement and a full review of the scheme. DfT have undertaken to respond by 10 September.
Ends.
Notes to editors:
1. The British Aggregates Association (BAA) represents the interest of SME quarry operators. It has seventy
member companies who operate some three hundred quarries throughout the UK.
2. A number of our members continue to operate their own transport fleet and hire in additional haulage as
required. They report great difficulty in getting drivers and contractors. Aggregates are inexpensive in

comparison to most other goods and our customers cannot afford to pay inflated haulage rates. Haulage is
bought on the open market with those able to pay the highest rates getting preference.
3. Some quarries now have to operate a waiting list for deliveries which is unprecedented.
4. VOSA are already enforcing DCPC penalties
5. A Freedom of Information response from VOSA Vehicle Operating Safety Agency
6. Eight EU Countries have delayed implementing LGV CPC until 2016
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